The Warrenton Rugby Football Club, also known as Molly’s Marauders, overcame torrential rain and a big Winchester team for a convincing 41-12 victory at Great Meadow on Saturday afternoon. It took most of the first half to convince the Marauders that a wet ball and slick field limited the attacking options and several good scoring chances went begging. Then a series of power plays inside followed by a quick ball to the outside put fullback Jeff Hoffman in for a try. The conversion and a penalty by fly-half Jason Henderson put Warrenton up 8-0 at the half.

The rain got even heavier in the second half but the Marauders adjusted well and demonstrated their excellent ball handling skills and mobility. Another Jeff Hoffman try was called back after colliding with the referee but a confident Marauder team ran the exact same play to put Hoffman in for his second score. Henderson and center Brian Flinchum also found holes in the opponent’s backline as they ran over and around the Winchester defenders to each score a try.

The Warrenton pack, smaller but quicker than the visitors, had the upper hand in the difficult conditions. Controlling both scrums and line-outs they produced good ball for the backs and were very quick in support. Beating Winchester to the breakdown the forwards were able to take the ball up the field and Scott Randolph walked in for a try following a long P.J. Walter run. Brant Freeman also scored off a similar series. John Pemberton was selected ‘Man-of-the-Match’ for his excellent line-out play and big tackles. Late in the second half Winchester showed some speed and scored twice.

Warrenton’s last regular season match is 1:00pm Saturday, November 1st at Great Meadow. They are looking to avenge their only regular season loss from last fall.

To learn more about Warrenton rugby go to www.warrentonrugby.com or visit Molly’s Irish Pub in Old Town.

