Accokeek, MD Saturday, November 11th
Molly’s Marauders showed little respect for their elders as they defeated the vaunted West Potomac Rugby Football Club 29-20 in their Saturday play-off match. The win advances the Warrenton Rugby Football Club, the formal name of the Marauders, into the Division-III final of the Potomac Rugby Union (PRU).

With 45 years of rugby history and the current D-III champion, West Potomac were considered favorites over the upstart Marauders who were playing in only their second competitive year. Undaunted, Warrenton came out firing and were the first to score as Andrew Stribling went in untouched from a well executed series close to the try zone.

West Potomac then turned up the heat and pressured the Marauders for the rest of the half. Getting a slight edge in forward play and possession West Potomac attacked wide but were shut down by solid open-field tackles by ‘man-of-the-match’ TomRapp. Stymied in their back play West Potomac turned to their forwards and they crashed in to even the score, and then went ahead on a penalty goal to end the half at 10-7.

An unconverted try by West Potomac at the start of the second half had things looking grim for Warrenton. But the Marauders buckled down, forced their opponent to commit handling errors and played the next 20 minutes deep in West Potomac territory. A long penalty goal by Jason Henderson, who also tallied three out of four conversions, and a try by Josh Ververka from in close put Warrenton up by two points. 

With West Potomac reeling the Marauders banged in two more tries. Richard Douglas took a wide ball, froze the defending full-back and with a nifty side-step and stiff-arm put the ball down between the posts. By now the Warrenton forwards had the upper hand and Chris Frazier finished a crash-ball series to put the Marauders up by 14 points. West Potomac scored again late in the game but the result was never in doubt.

“This was our best defensive effort of the year”, said Brian Flinchum whose threats in the center had opened up the space outside, “And Richard’s try was the best executed attack we’ve had from the backs. All in all, a complete game”

Warrenton will need another complete game next Saturday in the PRU championship final as they face another venerable team in Western Suburbs RFC, last years  runner-up.

For information on Molly’s Marauders go to their website at www.warrentonrugby.com or visit their founder and sponsor Molly’s Irish Pub in Old Town.
