Roanoke report

Congratulations Marauders on your 70+ (?) to 14 victory over Roanoke, good result for a season opener. Roanoke is a tough forwards oriented team, more so when they had three starting backs injured and were “traveling with 17 forwards and 3 backs”. However, they didn’t whine and gave no quarter up front but were very vulnerable to our backs who scored all but two of our eleven (or twelve) tries. The score is a mystery as after the 8th try I lost my pencil but know Cruz and Richard both scored plus A.N. Other.

What was most impressive was the play of the new players in the second period. The side had three playing their first match ever (Joe, PJ & Chris), two with barely ten minutes apiece from last season (Jesse and Big John), two up from the U-19 ranks (Wes & Dan), five with limited time from last season (Claw, Andrew, Richard, Adam and Tom), and one experienced but new to the club (Eric). The only ‘old hands’ marauders were OOB and Matt. 

This match was a coach’s dream. We get a big win, all the guys that needed playing time got it and we have a whole lot of stuff to work on in practice. The focus for the forwards will be ball management (pick & gos were a shambles) and tackling (organizing and supporting) while the backs work on finishing (break-aways going for naught).

This coming Saturday is our B-side match vs. Chambersburg at Winchester. I’d like to see ALL who CAN make it do so but the match is a training run for all the new folk and less experienced players.
