The weather was ideal and the rugby pitch at Great Meadow was in great shape. These were perfect conditions for Molly’s Marauders (as the Warrenton Rugby Football Club is known) and they romped to a 55-0 win over the visiting Rappahannock RFC from Fredericksburg. The win advanced Warrenton to the Potomac Rugby Union Division-III playoffs in only their second year of PRU competition. The PRU comprises teams from northern Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania and Washington, DC.

The win also avenged a loss that had kept them out of the play-offs in 2007. In the opening minutes the Marauders clearly were on the warpath but handling errors and miscues gave Rappahannock the ball and for the next ten minutes Warrenton had their backs to the wall. Ferocious defense stymied the Rappahannock attack and finally the ball was cleared by fullback Jeff Hoffman. 

That was the last defensive duty for Hoffman as Warrenton settled into their rhythm and were never seriously threatened for the rest of the match. Andrew Stribling was the first to score as a lucky bounce came his way from a blocked kick. Five minutes later Jason Henderson made a fine break up the middle for a try and Chris Frazier finished a hard run to add another. The half ended with the men from Molly’s up 19-0.

It was deuces wild in the second half as James Rowe, man-of-the-match P.J.Walter and Henderson all scored twice. Henderson had a big day as he also made five conversions for a personal tally of 25 points. As the score was mounting every reserve player from Warrenton found their way into the game, each gaining valuable experience.

“This was a fun game for us” said captain and scrum-half Matt McCarton,” but we’ll need to make better us of the ball to win next weekend. The forwards and the backs were not always in sync and we didn’t finish all our chances”. That next action for Molly’s will be the playoff match against the top team in the league, West Potomac RFC, on November 8th in Washington, DC. 

