Saturday, September 27th. 

Great Meadow Field Event Center.

The Warrenton Rugby Football Club, better known as Molly’s Marauders from their ties to Molly’s Irish Pub in Old Town, had a real gut-check of a match with the Marine Corps from Quantico on Saturday afternoon.  The weather had turned fair, the great Meadow pitch was in excellent shape and the Marauders came roaring out to open up a 17-0 halftime lead. Although plagued by handling errors that killed several scoring opportunities, Warrenton kept the pressure on and Richard Douglas, Chris Frazier and Matt McCarton all scored tries from close in. 

However, by halftime the pace of the match was starting to show in the tired legs of the Marauders. The fitness and grit of the Marine Corps became a huge factor as the momentum shifted to the visitors. Quantico got on the board quickly at the start of the second half with a try from their playing coach Col. “Jake” Jacobs. A penalty kick and a second try tied the score at seventeen with 20 minutes left on the clock. The Marauders were getting desperate and their usually well organized defense was sieve.

A third converted try by the Marines put the score at 24-17 and the making of a rout was in the air. But the Marauders didn’t quit, desperation turned to resolve, big tackles were made and the backline started to find some gaps. With Quantico suddenly back on their heels, the Marauders marched up the pitch and McCarton scored his second try. In the closing minutes, with play surging back and forth, Douglas broke through and with one man to beat passed to Peter Hoskins. Unable to catch the pass, Hoskins kicked the ball forward. A Quantico defender gathered the kick but was immediately tackled by Jeff Hoffman. Brian Flinchum scooped up the loose ball and dived over for the winning try.

“What an amazing finish to an incredible match” said team captain McCarton. “There was a point in the second half where we had guys on their knees with exhaustion. I thought we might be done but (Chris) Frazier, (Mike) Webert and the rest of the pack kept banging. Next thing, we break through, score twice and the game’s ours. Hats off to the Marines though, they are one tough bunch”.

Warrenton’s next match is away vs. Western Suburbs. The next home match is against West Potomac on October 11th at Great Meadow. Persons interested in rugby can contact the team through their website at www.warrentonrugby.com.

Man-of-the-match Chris "R.Kelly" Frazier was a demon. Dogboy was likewise. The scrum performed with better cohesion and the backs found some gaps

