The Warrenton Rugby Football Club, popularly known as Molly’s Marauders, opened league play with a convincing 46 – 0 performance over Pax River. Scoring eight tries by seven different players, the Marauders found plenty of gaps in the opponent’s backline defense. However, it was the forward pack that set the tone early in the match and flanker Chris Frazier scored first.  

Unrelenting pressure from Warrenton’s forwards denied Pax River time and space to mount much of an attack and a solid tackle by wing Peter Hoskins snuffed out their only threat wide. With plenty of possession the Warrenton backline soon found their rhythm. Fullback Jeff Hoffman ran hard through the holes to score himself and then set up wing James Rowe for the last try of the first half making the score 17 – 0.

The second half started with a renewed effort from Pax River. Bringing in some fresh players they developed several attacks, only to turn over the ball to the more experienced Marauders. By the mid-point of this half Warrenton was controlling both line-outs and scrums. Wreaking havoc from the base of the scrums with wheels and back-row takes, number eight Brant Freeman scored and set up scrum-half Doug Hague for another.

Pax River committed players to stifle the pack threat and the Warrenton back-line kicked it up a gear with some lively ball handling and astute kicking. Outside center Andrew Stribling finished one excellent backline move and outran the last defender to score. Brian Flinchum closed out the game with two tries from clever kicks that found space behind the defense.

“This was a sound effort” said Mike Webert “But a real test will be the unbeaten Quantico Hooligans and the Marine Corps always bring their A-game. That match will be at Great Meadow this coming Saturday, September 27th. Kick-off is at 1:00 and the public is invited to come and see what promises to be a very good rugby match.”

Persons interested in playing rugby can reach Molly’s Marauders through their web-site www.warrentonrugby.com. 

