Playing excellent rugby in the rain and wind was not quite enough to get Molly’s Marauders past a very experienced Western Suburbs team on Saturday. The match was the final of the Potomac Rugby Union Division-III championship and the ‘Burbs came away the winner 18-15.
The Marauders outscored their opponent three tries to two but Western Suburbs won the kicking dual with two conversions and two penalties. Both teams will advance to the Mid-Atlantic play-offs in the spring with the Warrenton Rugby Football Club (as the Marauders are formally known) being the sixth seed.
Warrenton got off to a fast start when Brant Freeman poached the ball on a Western Suburbs miscue. Chris Frazier broke tackles and off-loaded to Jason Henderson crashing in for the try in the corner. Minutes later ‘Burbs retaliated and drove the ball in on a well formed maul from a line-out, added the conversion and then a penalty and finished the half 10-5 ahead. 
Warrenton tied it on a fine try by Brian Flinchum only to see Western Suburbs pull away on another try and a penalty. A Marauder try by Scott Randolph ended the match. “Tough to lose but we played well against a good team. Our inexperience got us in penalty trouble and they made the most of it” said Freeman. “We’ll learn from our mistakes and be a better team for it.” 
The Marauders can be reached at www.warrentonrugby.com or at Molly’s Irish Pub in Old Town.
 
 
