Match report Vs. Happy Valley 

Won 25 – 15   Could have been more, could have been closer. Cruz was Man-of-the-Match with two big try-saving tackles. R. Kelly got some good licks in too and “Get Whitey” is his calling card. New guy Chris played his first match at tight-head (and lived), Tall Mike made his come-back and scored (isn’t that two lifetime tries?), Peter “play me anywhere” did a stint at flank and wing and got in some great tackles too. Welcome also to Doug “NotMatt” picking up the Marauder style at scrum-half.

This was a good match for us. We needed the game, got the win, found out where we needed some work. Now for the rest of the story.

We were playing ‘non-competitive’ scrums (to save NewGuy Chris’s life) and that meant no drive, no wheel. Takes from 8 need a wheel, so do 89s. Pax River has a big pack so scrumming will be on the menu next practice.  We had problems at line-out. Some throwing, some getting beat on position (but not height). Practice a week from today.

Picks showed some rust and also fact that two of the pack had zip experience in the art. We were also slow to the rucks so our recycles didn’t provide the advantage that they should for the backs. See under conditioning. We were better at coordinating with scrummy and not getting in the way.

There were Teflon hands syndrome in the backs but our passes were off. Just practice. Second half saw some quicker hands and the one time Cruz came in he hit the gap and we coulda/shoulda got the score. Cruz is a WMD and he’ll get more runs like this as the deep three (FB & wings) get coordinated so the cover frees him up.

The ELV 5 meter offset at scrum seemed to benefit OOB as he got in a number of penetrating runs but the support wasn’t there to finish. Subject for this week. Probably Thursday.

White Hat’s foot was strong. Only missed one coz he tried to ‘finesse’ it. Our tactical kicking needs some thought and work from a full-fifteen. Our inconsistent lineouts didn’t help.

Our three major areas that need work are still fundamentals:

Taking the ball into contact. Poor body position and presentation means slow ball at best, lost ball too often or penalty at worst.

Support. Part conditioning. Part game smarts. Part commitment.

Tackling. Not the missed tackles coz their #10 made us miss but the poor tackles where we lost ground and failed to get the turnover.

